Commissioning
programs

Air Force Academy

The Air Force Academy near Colorado Springs,,
Colo., offers a four-year program to qualified, selected
high school graduates throughout the country.
Students who want to attend should begin their
enrollment process during the spring semester of their
junior year by writing to: USAFA/ERS, U.S. Air Force
Academy, Colo. 80840-5651, and ask for a pre-can-
didate questionnaire kit. (See the general section at
the front of this magazine for details on entering the
academy and how to receive a nomination.)

receive appointments (candidates should not make
any further application to the Preparatory School),
Candidates selected are those whose records indicate
outstanding potential for the academy, but who need
additional academic preparation to improve their
chances for admission.

Two nonprofit agencies, the Falcon Foundation and
the General Henry H. Arnold Educational Fund, pro-
vide educational assistance programs to enable
deserving candidates to better qualify for admission to
the Air Force Academy.

The Falcon Foundation awards scholarships to
highly motivated and qualified civilian preparatory
schools and junior colleges in various parts of the na-
tion. Requests for information or applications should
be sent to: The Falcon Foundation, 5450 Ibch Center
Drive, Suite 405, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80919.

The General Henry H. Arnold Educational Fund
provides educational assistance to children of Air
Force personnel. Applicants may make their own
choice of an accredited preparatory school or college.
Request application blanks from: Director, Air Force
Aid Society, National Headquarters, Washington, D.C,
20333.

Officer Training School

Air Force Academy
Preparatory School

The Air Force Academy Preparatory School is
located on the academy grounds, approximately five
miles south of the main cadet area. The Preparatory
School gives eligible Air Force enlisted men and
women and selected applicants who were not offered
Academy appointments the opportunity to improve
their whole-person score before reapplying. Students
must be at least 17 and not yet 21 years old as of
July 1 of the year they enter the Preparatory School.

The Preparatory School's curriculum is divided into
five areas: English, math, science, military training
and athletics. This preparation enhances the chances
of receiving an appointment to the academy the
following year. However, completion of the Preparatory
School program does not guarantee a candidate's ac-
ceptance into the Air Force Academy,

Candidates for the Preparatory School are
automatically selected from among those individuals
who applied to the Air Force Academy but did not
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Through Officer Training School COTS), the Air
Force and the Air Force Reserve train selected college
graduates to become commissioned officers. Potential
pilots or navigators go directly to flight training after
completing OTS. Applicants must be U.S. citizens and
graduates of an accredited college.

Trainees must complete a 12-week course (15 weeks
for pilot candidates who do not possess a private pilot
license) and receive pay and allowances for the grade
of staff sergeant (E-5) during training. Those who hold
an active or reserve grade higher than staff sergeant
attend OTS in the higher grade. Upon successful com-
pletion, officers are commissioned as second
lieutenants.

Trainees must be commissioned before reaching age
30, if applying for non-flying duty. Waivers for in-
dividuals qualifying as "outstanding and deserving"
may be granted for the maximum age restriction to
extend commissioning eligibility to age 35. If applying
for flight training, individuals must be commissioned
and enter undergraduate flying training before
reaching age 27%, Active duty obligation is four years
from the date of graduation for non-fliers, eight years
from graduation from flight training for pilots and
five years for navigators. For additional information,
write AFMPC/DPMAPP2, Randolph Air Force Base,
Texas 78150-6001 or call toll free 1-800-531-5809. In
California, call 1-800-292-5355.
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